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DRUGS IN SPORT, OLYMPIC GAMES 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.56 pm]:  I wish to speak today about drugs in sport, especially in the 
Olympics.  One of the greatest tragedies an Olympic athlete can face is to place second in an event and then find 
out that the winner had been disqualified after the event for being a drug cheat.  The silver medallist would miss 
out on not only having the gold medal draped around his neck in front of a huge crowd, but also hearing the 
national anthem being played while receiving it.   

Drug cheats should be banned for life and receive no second chances or two-year penalties.  The penalty should 
be life without parole.  If the Olympic movement were serious about ridding the Olympics of drug cheats, all 
medallists would undergo blood tests.  That would provide some very interesting results.  Some athletes used 
drugs in the Olympics held in Mexico in 1968.  At that time the athletes were tested to determine whether they 
were either male or female, but nothing else.  Some of the female Russian athletes who were tested before me 
and who told me that they had passed the test and had their status confirmed as being women made me very 
frightened about what my result would be!  Competing at the highest level is a wonderful experience.  It takes a 
lot of dedication and sacrifice and much disappointment must be overcome.  To have to overcome drug cheats is 
an extra burden.   

The two events during the current Olympics that have stood out in my mind are Grant Hackett’s performance in 
the 1 500-metre swimming event and Hicham El Guerrouj - yes! - in the 1 500-metre track and field event.  
Those two athletes faced adversity and won by using their hearts and minds.  They should be the role models for 
everyone, not the drug cheats.  Having such a massive body, I was regularly tested for drugs over the years and 
never once tested positive.  I believe that 75 per cent of athletes are drug free; the other 25 per cent should be 
banned for life.   
 


